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□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

S£ l S ard /° * h 2 e i e , m 2. nts * ° f the intematjonal application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
Description, Pages 

1 ~ 41 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1 ' 14 filed with telefax on 21.1 1.2005 

Drawings, Sheets 

2£ as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annAYPH tn thic r*™* + Ju , 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any tabie(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. - 
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1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-14 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-14 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-14 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Item V 

2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 
Claim 1 and 4 
Art. 33(2) PCT 



1.1 Document D1 discloses (see claim 1) an adhesive tape including an adhesive layer 
having first and second planar surfaces coated on a carrier web which may be perforated 
(see col. 4, 1 35-55), said adhesive layer comprising a first and a second adhesive. One of 
the adhesive can be a psa (pressure sensitive adhesive) and the other a curable adhesive 
The web carrier may be a metal (see col. 1 0, 1. 24). Figure 1 shows a carrier having one 
side comprising domains of two different adhesives (for instance the psa and the curable 
adhesive), each of the adhesive defining a part of the surface of the layer, as disclosed in 
claim 1 of the present application. It is not suggested that the other side of the tape may 
also be coated. The subject-matter of claim 1 is thus novel. 



1 .2 The applicant mentioned the English translation of A D2, which could not be found in 
the attached documents filed with fax dated 21/1 1/2006. To streamline the procedure, the 
Examining Authority is ready to believe the content of letter dated 21/1 1/2006, the 
translation should however be sent when entry into the European Phase, in case the 
applicant wishes so. 

According to the applicant, the particles dispersed throughout the psa do not provide 
adhesion and for this reason D2 does not disclose an adhesive tape according to claim 1 
or claim 4. 

2. Art.33(3) PCT 

The opinion of the Examining Authority remains the same! The document D1 is regarded 
as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of claim 1 and 4, and discloses (cf. point 
1) an adhesive layer which differs from the subject-matter of claim 1 in that only one side 
of the carrier is coated by the psa-curable adhesives formulation. Indeed, the Examining 
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Authority does not see why the adhesive layers coated on the carrier are different form 
what is disclosed in claim 1 or 4. The objective technical problem over the prior art may be 
formulated as to provide an alternative adhesive tape which maintains the advantageous 
properties of the adhesive tapes disclosed in the prior art. 

Starting from D1 the skilled man who would like to provide alternative adhesives, to bind 
two structures for instance, would not need being inventive to coat the opposite side of the 
carrier with the same psa-curable adhesive composition (double-sided adhesives are well 
known). 

An inventive step may therefore not be acknowledged. 
Claim 12 

A similar method of binding is disclosed in D1 (col. 12, 1. 30-40). The objections concerning 
inventive step are the same as those mentioned above. 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 2) (EPO-January2004) 



